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So you thought youfhad to
look like Swampy to save

the world? Not if you're a
new-generation eco warrior.
Cool, clean and green, these
driven individuals are not only
fighting to save the world, but
are on a mission to scrap their
crusty stereotypes.

Take It boy Zac Goldsmith,
brother of Jemima. As editor
of the Ecologist magazine
he’s more likely to be
campaigning against genetic
engineering than ordering a
GandT at the Met Bar.

Katie Aston and Kathy
Buchanan spoke to six equally
inspiring young people who
are giving something backto |
the planet... in style
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Debbie Banks™.

Organisation: Environmental Investigation Agency (EIA)
Manifesto: to expose the iliegal trade in endangered species and abuse
of the natural world, and to campaign for changes in legislation using

evidence collected dunng undercover investigations.

Why did you get involved?
During my early teens | wanted to
be a vet, but as i got older, |
became interested in wildlife
conservation, so | took a degree in
zoology, then a masters in
conservation. After spending a few
months in India meeting people
involved in tiger conservation, i
spent a year with EIA as a
volunteer on their tiger campaign,
and I've been a fulltime empioyee
for just over a year.

What do you do?

As a campaigner, | work exciusively
on tigers, while my colleagues
work on other projects, inciuding
orang-utans, the ivory trade and
grizzly bears. My work invoives
spending time in the field of
investigation and research, mostily
in India. EIA is spearheading a

campaign to save tigers in india,
where one is killed every day.

in September 1997 iled an
investigation into the availabiiity of
illegal tiger parts in Europe - tiger
bone is used to treat rheumatism in
Chinese medicine. Using hidden
cameras, we filmed inside Chinese
pharmacies and found that five out
of six pharmacies in Amsterdam
stocked them. The results of such
investigations are given to police or
customs. The reports we produce
are then used to iobby the relevant
national governments to enforce or
bring in adequate legislation.
How can Company readers help?
You need some experience to be a
campaigner. For more information,
write to: EIA, 69 Old Street,
London EC1V 9HX (0171-490
7040) e-mail: eiauk@gn.apc.org

Organisation: Greenpeace

Manifesto: to prevent environmental abuse on a global scale and

Why did you get involved?

When | was 11, | saw Greenpeace
volunteers on TV using their bodies
as human shields against whaiers
with harpoons. | was disgusted to
discover that whaling was iegal, so
| decided to dedicate my life to
fighting environmental causes.

lmplement solutions with direct action campaigns.

Scottish trawlers. They threw a hook
at my head, which just missed me
and threatened to sink our boat. We
were forced ashore after they took
legal action. Then, iast summer
our action group boarded an oil
platform in the Atiantic in a protest
against oil exploration. We placed

‘We positioned ourselves in front of oncoming
trawlers — they threatened to sink our boat’

Then, after graduating, 1 joined
Greenpeace as a volunteer.

What do you do?

i'm now one of 12 fulltime
members of the UK action team.
My first assignment was to stop
industrial fishing off the east coast
of Scotland. Fishing super-trawlers
wipe out the sand eel stocks, which
form a basic food chain for a
variety of wildlife. Four of us got in
our boat and positioned ourselves
in front of the oncoming Danish and

a 6ft by 12ft survival capsule on
one of the iegs of the rig and three
of us locked ourselves in for five
days. It meant they couldn't drill oil
for a week. We finally gave j
ourseives up but I'd do it again.
How can Company readers help?
By joining Greenpeace (annual
membership £14.50), call 0800
269065 or visit the web site:
http://www.greenpeace.org.uk
and send donations to: Greenpeace,
Canonbury Villas, London N1 2PN.
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Organisation: The League Against Cruel Sports
Manifesto: to ban all hunting with hounds.

Why did you get involved?

We ail have a responsibility to
protect the vuinerabie. | just can't
sit back and hope blood sports wili
go away. Peopie excuse it by
saying it's a British tradition, but
killing animals for fun is immoral.
What do you do?

I'm the political officer at the

thrown beer cans at my head and
have shouted abuse such as, ‘slag,
communist, get a job’. Even when
we openly film hunts, they commit
terribie offences against animals.
They use intimidation techniques on
us - colleagues have come home
to find fox heads nailed to their
front door. I've had hunt supporters

‘They've thrown beer cans at my head and shouted
abuse such as, “slag, communist, get a job” '

League Against Cruel Sports.

I've concentrated on pubilic affairs
because that's where i feel | can
really make a difference.

We are a totally non-violent
organisation. We take video
cameras to film hunts and monitor
how they treat the animais. We
never trespass, but that hasn'’t
stopped a ot of my colleagues
being hospitalised because they've
been attacked by hunters. They've

trying to scare me by saying they
know where | live, but it takes
more than a bunch of redfaced
old gits to scare me off.

How can Company readers help?
Write to your local MP and Tony
Blair asking them to support
measures to ban all hunting with
hounds. Contact: League Against
Cruel Sports, Sparling House,
83/87 Union Street, London SE1
1SG (0171-403 6155).

_Jamle Spencer

Organisation: Feedback Madagascar

he

Manifesto: to provide healthcare, education opportunities and
environmental conservation for communities in Madagascar.

Why did you get involved?

After my anthropoiogy degree, |
raised £7,000 in a sponsored bike
ride and volunteered to join a US-
funded conservation project in
Madagascar. To be honest, an
Indian Ocean island sounded
exotic. But after six months, | was
horrified by how corrupt it was —
schools and hospitals promised to
the local people by the government
never got built, and valuable funds
were (in my opinion) misplaced. So
1 decided to branch out myseif and
create a smaller project calied
Feedback Madagascar, to ensure
the community actually benefited.
What do you do?

I'm the founder and director. |
spend about half the year in
Madagascar and the rest of the
time in the UK raising money and
giving lectures in schoois. The
project has implemented initiatives

_ to stop communities slashing and

burning the rainforests by
introducing sustainable agricuiture
and better farming methods.
We've also set up local industries,
such as honey production, silk-
making and weaving.

I've many friends in Madagascar
and get a great deal of satisfaction
from helping them. This was
brought home to me recently after
seeing the first child from one
village go to secondary school,
because we'd helped build a locai
primary school for him to attend.
How can Company readers help?
Try to raise money and get experience
of voluntary work abroad. You need a
genuine interest in peopie and must
realise you're doing this for the whole
community, not just to save trees.
Contact: Feedback Madagascar,
Westering, Crinan, Argyll PA31 8SR
(01546 830240). »
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Why did you get involved?
I've been interested in zoology since
| was eight and always planned a
career involving wildlife. | wanted to
do something positive for the
environment, so | combined
studying with volunteer fieldwork.
Uttimately, | want to help conserve
wild creatures and their habitats.
What do you do?
As international conservation officer,
I've set up a series of expeditions to
South America to study various
types of highly endangered species.
My first trip involved studying an
endangered parrot in the foothills of
the Andes. On another expedition,
we logged 280 species of
butterflies, including several new
varieties. One was even named
after me — Splendeuptychia Toynei.
In Ecuador, we shut down the
iliegal gold mines in the nationai
parks as they were using mercury in
the mining process, which leads to

COMPANYED

Panl Toyne el

Organisation: World Wildlife Fund-UK
Manifesto: to conserve species and habitats worldwide.

poiiution and deforestation. My work
can be dangerous - in Ecuador, |
climbed a tree to investigate a nest
and ended up hanging over a cliff.
The rope we had wasn't the proper
climbing kind, so as it was attached
to my body, | prayed | wouldn't fall.
South America is an amazing
place. ['ve had some strange
experiences, such as being offered
monkey’s head and feet to eat! On
one expedition, we all caught
scabies {itchy skin infection], and
were trapped in a tear-gas riot with
people firing machine guns in the
air. We travel on a shoestring but i
wouldn’t change it for the world.
How can Company readers help?
To send donations or join the WWF
volunteer group, call Liz Davis on
01483 412347, or write to:
WWF-UK, Panda House, Weyside
Park, Godaiming, Surrey GU7 1XR.
Or visit their web site:
hitp://www.wwi-uk.org @

Roddy Manstle

Organisation: Undercurrents

d

Manifesto: to provide media support to campaign groups by filming
protests on camcorders and sending the footage to TV companies.

Why did you get involved?
Before joining Undercurrents five
years ago, I'd never had anything to
do with environmentai issues. Then
| saw a documentary about fox
hunting with disturbing footage that
could only have been captured
using a camcorder. i decided to

police have had to release me
without charge. Once, | infilttrated
the security staff at Newbury by
dressing up like them just after
they'd tried to arrest me. We
produce a video every month
containing ten mini-documentaries,
which is available to buy through

‘I've been arrested about six times but each time
the police have had to release me without charge’

join my local hunt saboteurs,
bought myself a camcorder and
started using it to film hunts.

What do you do?

I'm now a fulltime video activist for
Undercurrents and film ali sorts of
protests, from the Newbury bypass
to Hillgrove cat farm in Witney,
Oxfordshire, where they breed cats
for vivisection. I've been arrested
about six times but each time the

mail order. We also send footage to
TV companies to raise awareness
of the protests going on. it can be
frightening being on the frontline
and getting arrested, but I'd never
give it up — it's my dream job.

How can Company readers help?
For general information and to

buy Undercurrents videos, cali
01865 203662, or just buy a
camcorder and start filming.
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