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adaptive hypothesis for this behaviour cannot be rejected. Diego
Gil, School of Biological and Medical Sciences, University of St An-
drews, St Andrews KY16 9TS, UK.

The following reports have also been received from two projects
supported by the BOU in 1994.

Parrots in peril in Ecuador 1994

The Imperial College of Science, Technology and Medicine Anglo-
Ecuadorian expedition ran from 21 September 1994 until 24 January
1995. During that time the expedition aimed to (1) collect data on
the distribution and ecology of the Red Data Book-listed parrot spe-
cies that inhabit Loja and Zamora-Chinchipe provinces, namely the
*“endangered”’ Red-faced Parrot Hapalopsittaca pyrrhops, the “vul-
nerable” Golden-plumed Parakeet Leptosittaca branickii and the “'in-
sufficiently known'* White-breasted Parakeet Pyrrhura albipectus (Red
Data Book of Threatened Birds of the Americas, IUCN/BirdLife In-
ternational), (2) assess the distribution of butterflies (Lepidoptera)
and herpetofauna (Amphibia) within the park and (3) assess the
affectiveness of Podocarpus National Park (PNP) as a protected area
by visiting unexplored areas of the park, namely the Rio Nangaritza.

The expedition collected the first known nest record of the en-
dangered H. pyrrhops. This species was also found at Cajanuma (PNP)
and along the Cerro~Toledo road (PNP). The latter is a new location
for this species and the most southerly record for Ecuador. In ad-
dition, information on its feeding ecology was collected at Cajanuma
and two forests around Saraguro. Such information will complement
data collected by the Parrots in Peril 1992 expedition.

Pyrrhura albipectus was found at a new location, along the Rio
Mariposa near the Rio Nanagritza on the PNP border, in December
1994. This is also the southernmost record for this species. It was
also found to be common along the Rio Bombuscara and at Rom-
erillos, where its feeding ecology was studied. Leptosittaca branickii
was observed only once at San Fransisco on the edge of the PNP. It
remained a most elusive parrot and the hardest to study.

In addition to the parrot work, the first avian inventory of the
upper Rio Nangaritza valley was compiled. Approximately 180 bird
species were seen. These data have yet to be processed, but of
interest is our record of 13 species of birds that had only been
previously recorded for PNP in the Zamora area by Frank Chapman
of the Academy of Natural Sciences of Philadelphia in the 1920s.
These data should reveal this part of the park and its adjacent area
to be of considerable conservation importance.

Itis tentatively suggested this work will document the distribution
of around 300 species of butterflies within PNP. The finding of two
new species of amphibians highlights our lack of knowledge of the
Las Lagunas del Compadre area and the need for further studies
within the park.

Conservation status of the east side of PNP. The expedition was
the first of its kind to the eastern border of PNP. The demarcation
of PNP is currently being undertaken, and so the expedition was
able to provide relevant data to this work. The park boundary was
assessed to be under no threat from encroaching colonization by
the Shuar Indians. The nearest finca (abandoned—not lived in for
2 years) was 5 km from the boundary, and most fincas were found
approximately 8 km from the boundary. Apart from Shuar hunting
trails, there was no immediate threat to this part of the park. The

expedition did notice the lack of primates in both study areas and
concluded that both areas were overhunted. Hunting could be a
future threat to the wildlife of PNP. The area around the eastern
border is threatened by gold-mining concessions, however. These
concessions are in Shuar territory. The Shuars are unhappy with
this arrangement because they realize the importance of the sur-
rounding forests for the provision of food and water and they know
how destructive mining can be. Therefore, if these forests are to be
preserved, an agreement should be made between INEFAN and the
Shuars whereby the boundary of the park is protected or, better
still, extended to the Rio Nangaritza. This would mean the Shuars
are guardians of this piece of the park and would be allowed to
continue with their way of life. As the mining concessions would
now be within a national park, mining could take place only if it
were deemed in the national interest. However, by increasing the
area of the park to cover this section, the biological diversity within
the park would increase. This would further substantiate the claim
that Podocarpus National Park is one of the most biologically diverse
areas in the world.

The expedition is indebted to INEFAN for permission to work in
Ecuador and for the provision of licences to collect and export spec-
imens for identification. The expedition is also grateful to all mem-
bers of INEFAN at Loja and Zamora, especially Ing. Santos Calderon,
and to the Ministerio de Defensa for permission to visit the Rio
Nangaritza. Luis Coloma (Pontificia Universidad de Catholica) and
Gerimana Eseves (Museo de Ciencias Naturales) identified specimens
of amphibians and butterflies. The expedition is also grateful for
logistical support from CECIA, ARCOIRIS, Promusta and to the BOU
and all of its sponsors for financial support. Dr. E. P. Toyne, 2
Cypress Road, Newport, Isle of Wight PO30 1EX, UK.

" A combined report of the 1992 and 1994 Imperial College Parrots
in Peril expeditions has been lodged with the BOU Library.

Colonisation of the central part of the East-European Plain
by Larus argentatus-cachinnans-fuscus gull:
Geography, parentage of colonists and perspectives

The intrusion of Larus argentatus-cachinnans-fuscus gulls into the
central European part of Russia began 1.5 decades ago, and their
subspecies/species composition has not been previously investigat-
ed. In 1994-1995 I inspected 10 of 12 breeding sites of these gulls
that had been discovered by the present time in the region (ap-
proximately 55°59'N, 35°36'E). I also visited (partly, in previous
years) colonies of the majority of the gull forms in the territories
surrounding the region, in their traditional breeding areas. The main
results of visual observations, examination of live birds in the hand
and an analysis of gull vocalizations are as follows.

At present the gull distribution is not limited to their breeding
habitats (mainly peat ponds and reservoirs); however, their local
numbers seem to be restricted by feeding resources. At most, 215
nesting pairs have been counted (1994), the majority of them (93%)
from the four largest colonies with more than 20 pairs each.

Five species/subspecies breed in the region. Larus a. argentatus
(most of them with yellow legs) live in isolated pairs and small
colonies in the western part of the region. Fifteen pairs have been
counted at six sites. This subspecies has expanded eastward along
the Volga River to 48°20’E, where it breeds now together with L. .
cachinnans and L. c. barabensis in three large colonies. Single spec-



