89 Parrot Speci
race Lxtinction

Global Action Plan Launched

to Save Them

London - A global action plan has been
launched by the World Parrot Trust and
WWF to help save 89 parrot species from
extinction. The World Conservation
Union’s Parrot Action Plan assesses the
status of the world’s most endangered
parrots and finds that a staggering 27% of
the world’s 330 species of parrots are on
the brink of extinction, making them the
most endangered bird family on Earth.

The Parrot Action Plan is the first ever
attempt to launch a global strategy to
save the world’s parrots. It recommends
that Recovery Teams should be set up to
save each threatened species and
emphasises that urgent action is needed
to combat the two principal threats to
parrots - habitat loss and the trade in
parrots for the pet market. Over 50% of
the world'’s forests have now been lost
and the global trade in parrots 1s a
51gn1f1cant part of the $5 billion a year
international wildlife trade. For every bird
that survives the trading process, at least
four will die along the way. There are 58
species of parrot threatened with
extinction as a direct result of this trade.

‘Habitat destruction and a rapacious trade
threatens the world’s most magmﬁeent
birds with imminent extinction”, said Dr

Paul Toyne, Conservation Officer for WWF-

UK. “The Parrot Action Plan will play a
vital role in helping forge action to save
them from the brink. To be truly effective
though, Governments must take firm
action to increase protection for forest

habitat, promote the independent
certification of managed forests by the
FSC, and enforce CITES, the Convention
which regulates the trade in wild
animals.”

John Cleese, internationally famous for
the Monty Python “Dead Parrot” sketch, is
supporting the call for action to save the
world’s parrots. He says “All the parrots
desperately need our help. Help from me,
help from you. What exactly can you do?
Simple: support the international
conservation work of the World Parrot
Trust.”

Due to hunting and habitat destruction at
least 27 species have already become
extinct, including the Cuban Macaw, the
Seychelles parakeet and the Carolina
parrot in the United States.

There are 39 threatened parrot species
found in the Asia-Pacific region, with the
highest numbers occurring in Indonesia,
Australia and New Zealand. The
resurgence of forest fires in Indonesia
this week has increased the risk to
parrots in this region. The famous New
Zealand Kakapo is now extinct in the wild
and only 54 remain in semi-captivity.

There are 47 threatened parrot species
that occur in Latin America and the
Caribbean region with Brazil, Colombia,
Mexico, Peru and Ecuador supporting the
highest numbers of threatened species.
The Spix’s Macaw is the world’s most
endangered parrot in the wild, with a
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solitary male remaining in its natural
habitat in Brazil. Its population has been £
decimated by the demand from collectors. |

The Hyacinth Macaw is one of the world's
largest and most striking parrots. With a
population of around 3,000 it is listed as 9
vulnerable to extinction and is threatened |

by illegal trade and destruction of its i
habitat. 3
The news for parrots is not all bad E
however. At a ceremony to launch the
Parrot Action Plan, the World Parrot
Trust’s Carolina Medal for parrot 5
conservation was awarded to Dr Carl e
Jones who has been instrumental in

helping bring the Echo Parakeet back from |
the brink of extinction. In 1987 there P
were only 8-12 birds left in the wild due g
to habitat destruction. Following a K
dedicated conservation programme, part A
funded by the World Parrot Trust and the
UK Parrot Society, there are now up to 100
birds in the wild. In the last year alone 22
captive-reared Echo parakeets were
released.

‘It we save the parrots we might yet save
ourselves,” said Mike Reynolds Director
of the World Parrot Trust "We need the
rainforests as much as the parrots do.
The rainforests are the lungs of the
planet, essential for human health. These
forests also provide vital medicines with

many more vyet to be discovered,” he
added. f

THE RESULTS ... 9
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National News

Parrots
faced with

threat of
extinction
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Collectors may
drive world’s

rarest parrot
to extinction
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DEAD PARROTS

The demis= @ the world's most vivid and talkatove avan

Rumours of the parmn's demse Sawe ol
been exaggerated. Wior than a quarer of
all remaming speciss ' 'ins precoes berd
are endangered and [inim Clesse. who onge
s0 famously maticr i of z defanc
Psittacus, has decdizt ‘o adopt 2 move
sympathetic stance i has offersd hes
support to a World Wde Fund for Namre
scheme to help o presee the parror and
its rainforest habital

Right from the Begnmng these Topscal
avians have heen prizsl as much for e
particoloured plunuge as for hewr mumac-
ry of human speech lin fac Clesias. wiho
made the first over lilerary menton of 2
parrot in his Indikc. appeared © Sexeve
that this bird squaviierd! qute naturzly m
an Indian tongue. ad e vas only ammzzed
that it could also = nstmced » Gresic
Parrots were later (o e ozlebraed oy 2
succession of classaal! peets and Deczme
quite fashionable m Rome wherz ey
would be displavel siting premdy m
elaborare filigreet! avarres. Parrofs nave
always made pomiar pers  Ineilsgent
creatures which tuver adapred o vve 1 2
complex physical ant’ somal emiraormment,
they have developet! @ apacty for ezrmeng
and interaction whet, like thewr rab of
feeding themselves with ther caws, o
unique among b,

In dassical ames some e would
certainly have endad wp an The TEngEenng
have fed them 0 his hons Sar . mocern

umes they would males 2 simewhat
OvVer-Sxpensive menu NS In 3 3vart-

cGous pet trade winch creses am dlegal
market for endangered speces. 2 sngle
bird can change hands for Bewsands of
pounds And though mes parks and
hcensed dealers are mOreRSIEY resOrung
10 captive breeding progranmes, hirds and
their eggs still contmue 1 B spien rom
the wild and smuggieC pwersess

The beauty of the parrars plumage has
been the main cause of 1 demse. They are
coveted for ther conspicums SHOUranon
atiractiveness back W Ther advaniage.
Because the Psitacidas zve S0 3ppediing —
even if only n the form of B dudge or
cockatee]l — public suppor T any appeal
should be easier 1o rustic ap e gradual
destruction of the Topicd Taihias 1S e
single most thresienmg Sucer in the
parrot’s disappearance. So F e hrd will
put in 2 publicty appearane:. Tl oniy wall
some of the worlds mesn aad and
walkative avians be mescued rom the
fringes of extinction. bt & hext of other less
conspicious creatures will heneat

becupw 0 3 s 8 O due ‘0 habdixt

Governments given action plan

joss [ lome ' Gme cemuves e
young birts Tmn o e, Beds em

and returne o O Ne wit,. ey abse
rontro

predawr s? o wis and

culvatr frul tres @ AleY ianis
priory reintradacig o Tk e
fhe purdiesy (arse

Dir Jomes bt wHo% & Yol SPOOeS
berame sdline | st W ooRoR o
“wpsl” WAt e wunseun offecs.
Hr auil tha puros vere bl 100
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Dead parrot takes off

AWM AN John Cleese 1s quite
 reathing life Into an old Joke
e s resurrected the Monty Python
uend Parvot sketeh in ald of a charity
sty Bigds VoI extinction. The new

| eature a living parrot instead of
nalled to 1ts perch.
Puteering ane dead parrot joke seems a
cpay I it saves a whole specios

Cleese out to save parrot

Jobam  eese. itk pait in the classic Monty PPyt
Cannedy sketch, helped conseryation
L groups laundt o avtion plan yesterday designed to save
sz of iy et Do extinetion,

Foaghirs anme of e 330 parrot species are in danger
of dving o save the World Wide Fund for Nature and
| e Waorkt Parvar Trust, AL least 27 species have
dreat heoone estinet, Deforestation and trade in widd
J parrot lor pek lisve been responsible for much of the
collapse w paplistions, The new plan spells out wass
w whneh marbion can help save rare species.
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